
August 19, 2024

The Honorable Kathy Hochul
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Hochul,

We write to you today to request that the recent severe weather event affecting Suffolk and Nassau Counties on 
August 18th will be included as part of the ongoing state of emergency for storm-related damage declared on 
July 16th. Such inclusion is critical to ensure the swift mobilization of state and federal resources and to provide
the necessary relief to the communities that have been severely affected.

The heavy rainfall on August 18th led to widespread flooding throughout Nassau and Suffolk Counties. The 
most severe impacts were felt in Suffolk County, where a major road in Stony Brook collapsed, leading to 
evacuations and significant damage to critical infrastructure. This road collapse is just one example of the 
extensive damage that has occurred throughout the region. Roads, homes, and businesses across Long Island 
have been affected, overwhelming local resources and emergency services.

Given the scale of the damage that occurred, it is imperative that the state of emergency also cover this recent 
severe weather event so that the necessary support may be allocated to ensure an effective response and 
recovery. To alleviate the ongoing confusion regarding whether the events of August 18th will be covered, it is 
essential that this determination be made clear. This will enable the rapid allocation of resources necessary for 
recovery and allow for the activation of state and federal assistance programs. These programs are essential to 
addressing the immediate needs of those affected, repairing the damaged infrastructure, and preventing further 
harm to our communities.

The communities impacted by this disaster require immediate aid, and this clarification will be a crucial step in 
ensuring that they receive the support they need. Should the events of August 18th not be covered under the 
previous declaration, we urge you to issue a second declaration to ensure the necessary resources are available. 
We stand ready to work with your office to facilitate the recovery process and to ensure that all affected areas 
are adequately addressed.

Sincerely,

Nick LaLota
Member of Congress

Andrew R. Garbarino
Member of Congress



Anthony D'Esposito
Member of Congress

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress
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